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Sir JOHN GONSON, Kat! 


W Active Concern for the Wel. 
= fare of Mankind is one of the 
4A 2 greateſt Excellencies of the hu- 
dan Nature, and is ſo divine a 
— Lender, that it fills up a Cha- 
racter with every Thing that is great and lovely. 
THE ſteady Zeal you have diſcover d thro 
a regular Courſe of acting, for the Purpoſes of 
the Reformation, cannot but give a laſting 
Pleaſure to your own Mind on Reflection, and 
ſpread a Joy among the other worthy Gentle- 
men, purſuing the ſame generous Deſigns. 
W HE N Perſons of ſuch a Character, and 
Conduct are inveſted with Magiſtracy, it gives 
a'Credit to the Bench, lays the ſureſt Founda- 
tion for the publick Happineſs, defeats their 
Hopes, who enter into Meaſures to debauch aud 
—— us, and inſpires the Laws againſt Pro. 
phaneneſs with Terror, where the Methods of Cle. 
mency have hitherto been ineſfectual. . 


DEDICATLIO N, 
"TT is at the unanimous Requeſt of the So- 
cieties, ſenſible of the Honour, and unwearied 
Service you have done their common Deſign, 
that the following Sermon is inſcrib'd to your 
Name: And however mean and * the 
Compoſure is, yet I know the Subject is very ac- 


 ceptable to you, and will be fo to every ſerious 


Mind. . 

B E animated, Sir, with an undaunted Firm 
neſs of Mind, and Reſolution in ſo good a Cauſe. 
MAI many in the Magiſtracy, encouraged 
by your Example, be excited to engage, with 
equal Zeal, in the ſame Intereſt. May jou 
live many Tears a Life of the moſt extenſive 


Uſefulneſs, and have the Pleaſure to ſee the 


Reformation of Manners make it's Way with 
greater S ucceſs thro every Oppoſition. May the 


Special Bleſſing of God in this Life be on Jo 
and Tours, and hereafter the Rewards of Eter- 


nal Life. | 


I am, 
SIR, 
Your moſt Obedient 
And moſt Humble Servant, 
LONDON 


July 6, 1724. 


JOSEPH DENHAM, 


1 = 12 93 JN" 
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Acts X. Part of Ver. 38. 
Mo went about doing good 


HE Deſign of Chriftianity is to 
make Men good, and to keep 
them ſo. Its Inſtitution is the 
moſt Perfect, as it not only con- 
tains the beſt Syſtem of Dottrines, 
and Laws ; but as it comes re- 
Pa way to us by the Example of the Son of 
God himſelf. 

Tur whole Tenor of our Lord's Actions is 
the moſt genuine Comment on all its Precepts ; 
and all that moral Goodneſs, which makes up 
the principal Part of our holy Religion, is ex- 
preſs'd after the faireſt Manner, in the Conduct 
of the great Author, and Finiſher of our Faith. 

Ab whatever has a Tendency to promote 
the ſame End, to make Men wiſer and better in 
reference to both Worlds, cannot but be very 
beneficial in it ſelf, and acceptable to God: For 
in every Nation, he who doth Righteouſneſs is accepted 
with him. 
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Ads x. 33. 5 


C4) 


TAE Words 1 have now read, are Part of 


the Sermon, which the Apoſtle Peter, by divine 


Direction, communicated to him in Viſion, 
preach'd to Cornelius the Roman Centurion, as 
an Earneſt of the Favour God deſigned for the 


| Gentile World. . 


T nx Calling of the Gentiles to a better Ho ez 


! perpetually enflamed the Minds of the Jews, who. 


had a ſtrong Conceit of their own Privileges, and 
looked on all the Reſt of Mankind, as a Compa- 
ny of Reprobates, who were without God in 
the World, or any Intereſt in thoſe ſpecial 
Bleſſings, which they expected from their 


Meſſiah: And tho? our Lord before his Aſcen- 


ſion had given his Diſciples an expreſs Com 
mand to go and teach all Nations, & yet it was 
a confiderable Time before they underſtood 
this Commiſſion jn the Latitude he intended. 


This was one of thoſe great Truths, which at 


firſt they were not able to bear a full and diſtin& 
Diſcovery of, and which, in Compaſſion to their 


preſent Prejudice, and Incapacity, was reſerved 


to the Times of the Coming of the Holy Ghoſt, 
when they were to be fully iuſtructed in it. 

I x this Sermon the Apoſtle reports to Corne- 
lius, and thoſe who were with him, what he, 
and others who were Eye-Witnefles of the Facts, 
had both ſeen, and heard of the Actions of our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour. In General, he tells 
them , that whatever Prejudices they had re- 
ceived againſt, or whatever Reports they had 
heard of him, reflecting either on his Doctrine, 
or Conduct, he went about doing good. His 
whole Life was filled up with the greateſt In- 
ſtances of Kindneſs to Mankind, by a com- 


— 


TS 


Matt. Xxyiii, 19. 
paſſionate 


(53) 


paſſionate Inſtruction of the Ignorant, by healing 
all Manner of Diſeaſes among the People, by leaving 


nothing unattempted that was proper to reform 
the Manners of a corrupt and degenerate Age. 
He went about doing good. 7 i 5 | 


AND whereas this at firſt was only reported 


to them, and it might be objected, that they 
had not ſeen theſe Things themſelves, God was 


pleaſed afterwards to give ſuch Evidence of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity as was neceſſary, and if 


properly attended to, ſufficient to remove and 
conquer every Prejudice, by enabling thoſe who 


were Eye-Witneſſes, to do as great and ſtrange” 


and Saviour. | 


Thingsas they teſtify'd were done by their Lord 


W rar I intend from this Subject, is to re- 


preſent and improve the Example of our Bleſſed 


Saviour, to juſtify and encourage every Deſign, 
that has a Tendency to do good either to the. 


Bodies, or Souls of Men. And I perſwade my 


ſelf, that whoever will ſoberly confider the Na- 


ture and Deſign of the Societies for reſtraining 
the ſcandalous Immoralities, and reforming the 
Manners of the preſent Age, muſt acknowlege, 


that herein they follow the great Example of 


their Lord, and that on this, as well as other 


Principles, they are to be vindicated, aſſiſted, 


and encouraged, a 
Tus Method in which I would manage this 

Subject ſhall be to conſider, | 

- 1. Tux Character that is here given of our 

Bleſſed Saviour. He went about doing good. 

2. Oux Obligations to imitare him. And 

then = 

3. WHA A Purpoſes theſe Truths may ſerve, 

ſuitable to the Occaſion of our preſent aſſem- 


bling. 
W's B 2 1. 1 
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FI SHATL 1 conſider the Character that is 


here given of Our Bleſſed Saviour. He went about 


doing good. 


IHA x this is his true and genuine Character, 
appears from the whole Hiſtory of his Life. All 
his Acts of Favour to Sinners, who had brought 
various Miſeries on themſelves, thro' their own 
Folly, and who were atting inconſiſtent both 
with their Duty, and Intereſt, in direct Oppoſi- 
tion to his kindeſt Advice, and moſt friendly 
Admonitions, infer both the Excellency, and 
Diffuſiveneſs of his doing good. One entire Good- 


neſs is very evident throughout the whole of his 
Conduct. How many are the Memorials of it? 
How amiable does this render him? How wor- 


thy of our ſtricteſt Imitation? 
His tendereſt Concern reached to the Souls 


| and Bodies of Men in every State, and under | 


every Circumſtance of Life. 


His Inſtructions were all deſigned for a publick 8 


Good, and with this View brought down to the 
meaneſt Capacity in every Particular, that af- 
fected the preſent, or future Happineſs of Men. 
With what peculiar Meekneſs of Temper did 


he endeavour to remove the Prejudices, to de- 
tect and confute the Errors of the Ignorant, ac- 


commodating himſelf to their Diſpoſitions and 
Capacities with whom he was concerned, and to 
the Circumſtances, and preſent Exigencies of 
Things, ſo as did beſt conduce to the promoting 
his great End. With what Sweetneſs and Au- 
thority were all his Inſtructions tempered, the 
more effectually to engage the Mind to attend 
the Evidences of Truth, and to faſten a Con- 
viction. Fire and Faggot was by no Means his 
Method to proſelite, or reform Mankind. No- 
ching that might deter a timorous, or diſcourage 

2 weak 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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a weak Diſciple, could ever be obſerved in him; 
but the moſt engaging Means were ſteadily pur- 
ſued to reclaim thoſe, who oppoſed themſelves, 
and to eſtabliſh the wavering in the Truth, Ex- 
cellence, and Importance of his Dottrines and 


Precepts, 


H1s private Converſe, as well as his otic 
Teaching, was managed with all that Compaſſion 
and Wiſdom, that none might have any juſt Occa- 


ſion to be affrighted or diſcouraged but that all 


might be pleaſed, delighted, and engaged to 
embrace divine Truths, and to ſubmit to his 
Precepts. Hence all who converſed with, or 
heard him, muſt bare Witneſs of the gracious Words 
that proceeded out of his Mouth. * 

Wir what becoming Zeal, animated with 
a juſt Senſe of the Honour of God, and the Good 
of Mankind, did he attempt a compleat Refor- 
mation, mixing proper Reproofs with his Coun- 
ſels. The Vices of the Age he expoſed, and en- 
deavoured by all fitting Methods to amend, tho? 
ſupported and countenanced by Perſons of the 
greateſt Name. Offenders of all Sorts he dealt 
piainly and ſincerely with; nor could any Con- 
ſiderations prevail with him to be ſilent, or in- 
different, under growing Prophaneneſs; for he 
pitied the Souls, and was deſirous to prevent the 
Ruin of Sinners. 

His Zeal in this Service was uniform, and al- 
ways in Proportion to the Greatneſs of the Crime, 
the Nature of the Offence, and the Neceſſity of 
the Caſe, - neither fearing the Frowns of Md 
Great, nor the Reproaches of the Rabble. 

H = knew too well the real Worth and Value 
of a Soul to neglect any Opportunity, that offered 


2 
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to reclaim the Sinner from the Errors of his 
Ways. How fearful, how terrible is it to ſee 
a Perſon going to eternal Deſtruction undiſturb'd, 
when the ſeaſonable arreſting him in his horrid 
Progreſs, might poffibly bring him to proper 
Reflections on his irregular Conduct, and be a 
Means to prevail with him to return ? 

H o w circumſpett was his own Deportment, 
that his Example might not be contradittory to 
the Truths he taught, to the Laws he r 
or to the Reformation he attempted? His Re- 
proofs were all ſupported, not only from the 
Nature, and miſchievous Conſequences of Sin, 
but by the Examplarineſs of his own Converſa- 
tion; for he was ſeparate from Sinners, & without de- 
ſpiſing the pooreſt, or vileſt Wretch, who ſeem- 
ed capable of receiving any Benefit from him. 

TE E Influence of his Goodneſs was general 


* 


and extenſive, for it reached to the Bodies of 
Men too. The Miſeries of this Nature moved 


his Pity, and engag'd his Help, for he went about 
doing good, and healing all oppreſſed of the devil. His 
doing Good was not confined to one Sort of Evils 
and no more, for he healed all manner of diſeaſes, + 


deſirous to be univerſally Beneficial to all, who 


needed his Aſſiſtance. 
AN p that which ſtill adds to this lovely Cha- 


racter of our deareſt Lord, is, that he ſought 


all Opportunities of doing Good; nor did the 
many Injuries he met with prevail with him to 
deſiſt. His kind Diſpoſitions, and extended 
Charity, overcame every Difficulty in his Way 
and his earneſt Deſire to recover Men out of the 


Snare of the Devil, made him both active and 


Zealous. ” 


2 Heb. vii. 26. + Matt. iv. 23; 


NEVER 


1. 


J 


N 


N 


.'NrveR ſure was ſo much Goodneſs abuſed 
in ſo vile a Manner as his was; nor Actions ſo 
good in themſelves, and ſo beneficial in their 
Conſequences, ever ſo malicioufly traduced. 
Tun World, fermented with Prejudices and 
Paſſions, and governed by a blind, bigotted Zeal, 
regarded neither the Holineſs of his own Life, 
nor the Good he did to others. Tho? he did 
nothing that was really Ill, yet there was nor 
wanting thoſe, who made it their Buſineſs to 
collect Materials of Scandal, to deftroy his Uſe- 
fulneſs, and prevent the Good he intended ; as 
if it was a much more deſirabie Bleſſing, that the 
World ſhould abound in Wickedneſs, than that 
a Reformation ſhould take Place, and be encou- 
raged. 
Bur this ſurely is countenancing Sin, and 
diſcouraging every Thing that is Juſt and Righte- 
ous for the Devil's Sake. 
Havins thus given you the Character of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, as he went about doing Good, 
Shall it not have an Influence on our Practiſe ? 
Shall it not be our Concern to 1mitate him, ac- 
cording to our ſeveral Abilities, Stations, and 
Opportunities; and encourage us ſteadily to 
purſue every Deſign, that has a proper Tenden- 


cy to do Good? Let the ſame Mind be in us that 


there was in him, * and let us account it our Ho- 
nour, as well as Duty, to walk as he walked. | 

2. I Proceed to conſider our Obligations 
herein to imitate-our Lord and Saviour. 

Ou KR Obligation to be and do Good, carries 
its own Conviction along with it, It is an Imi- 
tation of the higheſt Excellency and Perfection. 


* Phil, il. 3. + John i. 2, 6. 
HO 


— 
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(10) 
H o w Godlike a Temper and Diſpoſition is it 
to employ our Thoughts, Cares, and Endeavours, 
for the Good of Others? Tis the beſt, and moft 
delightful Service in the World, and one of the 
great, neceſſary, and ſubſtantial Parts of that 
Religion and Holineſs, without which no Man 
ſhall fee the Lord. What elſe is Religion, 
but an Acknowlegement of the Divine Per- 
fections, and a ftudious, conſcientious Endea- 
vour to imitate them, in the Tenor of our Lives, 
and the Actings of our Minds. Be perfect there- 
fore, for our Heavenly Father is perfect. | 
Trxss are Perſons of a very mean, and nar- 
row Spirit, and att below the Reaſon and Dig- 
nity. of their Natures, who mind only them- 
ſelves, and their own Intereſt, and do not pity, 
pray for, or endeavour to reclaim thoſe who are 


treaſuring up to themſelves Wrath against the Day of 


Wrath, and the Revelation of the Righteous Fudgments 


of God. || This is One Part of the Miſery and 


Wretchedneſs of accurſed Spirits, that they 
are of a Temper contrary to God, envious, ma- 
licious, and wicked, going about ſeeking whom they 
may devour. * The Wiſdom that is from above, is firat 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſie to be entreated, 
Full of Mercy, and good Fruits, without Partiality, 
aud without Hypocriſie . — 


AN» can we write after a fairer Copy than 


that which our Lord has left us in his own Ex- 
ample? | 

Wuca r was of a Miraculous Nature in his 
Actions, we cannot imitate him in, ſuch as 
healing the Sick, or, raiſmg the Dead, but what in 
his Life was imitable by us, or what did not ex- 
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* Heb. xii. 14. + Matt. v. 48. | Rom. ii. 5. 
Fer. v. 8. ＋ James iii. 17. 3 
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3004 our natural Powers, nor diſagree with our 
Condition; what he did in a private Capacity, 
as Subject to the divine Law, we may, and muſt 
follow. 
Al 1 the Laws he preſcrib'd for the Conduct, 
of human Life, and to diſpoſe us for the Rewards 
of eternal Life, he practiſed himſelf, nor did he 
ever allow any Thing in himſelf, which he CON » 
demn'd, as criminal, in Others. 
"15.20 Example abſolutely perfeck, Fs 
from all thoſe Defects, Infirmities, and Errors, 
which the beſt of Men are liable to, in the pre- 
ſent State of Diſtance, and Darkneſs. 
BESIDESͤ not only the Nature and Reaſon 
of doing Good enforces our Obligation, and the 
exactneſs of our Lord's Example in all its Bran- 
ches, imitable by us; but it appears farther, as 
he was deſign'd, and on Purpoſe ſent into the 
World to give us an Example of Holineſs, 
and doing Good. It is hereby evident, that 
our Duty is poſſible, and that the Difficulties 
of the Chriſtian Life are not ſo great, as to 
deter us from it. We are not obliged to Im- 
poſſibilities to ſecure the Favour of God, or 
the Happineſs of Heaven. Our Lord has de- 
ſignedly walked before us in the Way of Life, 
and thereby taught us, how we are to behave 
in every Relation, and under every Character, 
and has given us the fulleſt Aſſurance that our 
Conformity to him in Holineſs, is the infallible 
— it of our being for ever Happy with 
im 

AN p the more effectually to aſſiſt us herein, 
in | Compaſſion to our Weakneſs, God has pro- 
miſed the gracious Aids of his bleſſed Spirit, 
upon our humble Application : For if natuval 
Parents know how to give good Gifts unto their Chil- 
G dren, 


ty) © 


den, how much more will our Heavenly Father give 
his holy Spirit to them who ast him. * It is our 
- own Fault if we are not both Holy, and Hap- 
py : Foraſmuch, as no Aſſiſtance ſhall be wan- 
ting to enable us to every good Word and Work, if 
we ſincerely ask it, for be is faithful that promi- 
| ſed. + 
| / 5 add no more under this Head, conſider 
the Obligations of Gratitude which are on us, 
to go and do likewiſe. 

Ir is the Example of our beſt Friend, from 
whom we have received the greateſt Bleſſings, 
and of a glorious Saviour, who has done, and 
ſuffered all, that was neceſſary to ſatisfie divine 
Juſtice, to reconcile us to God, and to ſecure 
to us the Crown of undecaying Glory. 

Turvs lived, and at laſt dyed the great Re- 
deemer of Mankind, leaving us an Example. 

BLESSED be God, that there are ſome, 
and how great a Bleſſing would it be to the pre- 
ſent Age, if there were many more ſuch Wor- 
thies, who are convinc'd of their Obligation, 
and act agreeable to their Profeſſion and Hope, 
by going about to do Good. Can we refuſe to Ho- 
nour and Efteem, to encourage, and aſſiſt them 
for his Sake, whoſe Example they endeavour to 
follow? The Bleſſing of the Lord be upon them, 
and eſtabliſh the Works of their Hands. 

Ir we have any real Love to God, or to his 
Son jeſus Chriſt, it will have this happy Effect 
upon us. The Holy God cannot but love all 
thoſe, who are holy, and conſcientiouſly endea- 
vour to promote it; and thoſe who are Holy 
will be like-minded towards all who are concer- 


* 


— 


Luke xi. 13. + Heb. x. 23. 
| ned, 


Ces; an, 
ned, that others may be Holy in all manner of Con- 
verſation. | 1 
3. I Would now cloſe all by conſidering to 
what Purpoſes theſe Truths may ſerve, agreea- 
ble to the Occaſion of our preſent Aſſembling, 
1. Ho w unſutable to this Example is their 
Character, and Conduct, who inſtead of going a- 
bout to do Good, are contriving how to defeat the 
Purpoſes of the Reformation, and to debauch 
the Morals of the People? 3 
Tuis has been in every Age the Method, 
which the Enemies of all Religion, and the 
Good of human Societies, have eagerly purſued 
to corrupt the Manners of the People, and to 
enter into Meaſures either to skreen the Offen- 
ders from the Executions of Juſtice, or to expoſe 
and vilifle their Character who withſtand, and 
endeavour to reſtrain ſuch Enormities. 
How deſirable a Bleſſing would it be, how . 
full of happy Conſequences to the preſent, and 
ſucceeding Generations, had the Riotings of Men 
no Advocates to plead their Cauſe, or none to 
- countenance them? | 
To what Height of conſummate Wicked- 
heſs, how malignant in Sin muſt that Age be 
grown, when Men ſhall glory in reproaching the 
Chriftian Name, and triumph on the Growth 
of Wickedneſs? . | 
MartrtERs are then come to a wretched 
Paſs, when it ſhall be thought good Breeding, 
to fill up a Converſation with a Satyr on Vertue, 
and thoſe who eſpouſe its Cauſe, When ſuch. 
ſhall paſs for fine Gentlemen and Perſons of the 
moſt refined Taſte, who jeſt with Eternal 
Flames, and wiſh their Damnation at every 
Sentence, ; 5 
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SortLY Fic forget the Obligations both 
of Reaſon ard all Religion, who firſt contrive 
Methods of Lewdnefs, and ARrive who ſhall be 
moſt skilful in the Arts of Smning, and then make 
a Mock of it. Prodigious Madneſs ! to make our 
Sport of that, which provokes God to give a full 
Scope to his Vengeance. Oh ! my Soul, enter not 
thou into their Secrets. \| 

VaR1ovus are the Methods by which, at all 
Times, Schemes have been formed, to render 
Vice agreeable and modiſh, and to render all at- 
tempts for the reſcuing Men from their Folly 
fruitleſs. | | 
 WurarRevroacnts and Calumny have been 
contrived, and induftriouſly ſpread with deſign, 


either to render the Reformation it ſelf diſho- 


nourable, or to blacken the Characters of the 
Perſons concerned in it. But how mean and 
baſe is ſuch a Conduct? And for which, in Caſes 
of a much inferior Nature, the Authors would - 
be deſpis'd, and hiſs'd at. | 

TUBE World has often been told of this in- 
jurious Treatment, and as often challenged to 
ſupport the Facts pretended, with proper Evi- 
dence; and I perſwade my ſelf, could any ſuch 
Thing have been done, we had long ſince heard 
of it with an outragious Clamour. | 

*F 1s no Wonder at all, that thoſe, who make 
a Scoff of all Religion, ſhould do their utmoſt to 
oppoſe the Progreſs of the Reformation. To 
make a Jeft of moral Goodneſs, and of thoſe 
Things which have a proper Tendency to pro- 
mote it, is the higheſt Kind of u 
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| Mx of diffolute Lives ery down Religion; 
becauſe they would not be under the Reftraints 
of it. They hate it becauſe they are reproved 
by it. Of this our Lord aſſures us, | Men Love 
Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds are 
Evil : For every one that doth Evil hateth the Light, 
neither cometh to the Light, left bis Deeds ſhould be 
reproved. I know not how it comes to paſs that 
there are ſo many who account any Thing witty, 
that is either debauch in it ſelf, or that has a 
Tendency to promote it. 
Non 5 Kat all ſtrange, that thoſe, who 
have been detected by our worthy Reformers, 
ſhould be clamorous and noiſy ; tho” this is very 
_ unreaſonable too: Becauſe hereby they might 
have been awakened to a juſt Senſe of their Crime, 
and a proper Improvement might have been 
made of their preſent Diſgrace and Convithon, 
to very happy Purpoſes. I am well aflured, that 
many unjuſt and peeviſh Stories have been ſpread | 
by ſuch Perſons, in Revenge for their Kindneſs, 
who delivered them from the Snare of the Devil, and 
attempted 1 to ſave their Souls from Death. 

Bur *tis very Surprizing, that Perſons of 
Senſe and Sobriety ſhould give into ſuch Scandal, 
and be impoſed on and deluded with ſuch Cla- 
mour, to the Prejudice of the Societies, when it 
has been 1o often advertiſed both from the Pul- 
pit aud the Preſs, that there is not the leaſt 
Foundation for it, and that no criminal Charge 
againſt any of their Members can be proved; 
or if it can, that proper Notice might be given 
of it, in order that ſuch may be diſowned, and 
diſcarded at once. But this Method of Calumny 
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is one of their artful Contrivances, who go about 
to defeat the Succeſs of the Reformation. 

BEBSI DES, is it not very evident that ch. 
are a Set of Men, who go about to enſnare Per- 
ſons, by drawing them intoG aminG-Housszs, 
that there they may have an Opportunity of 
cheating them of their Eſtates, and of corrupt- 
ing their Morals ? 

THESE are common Nuſances, and call 
for your utmoſt and united Endeavours to ſup- 
preſs. This is laying the Axe to the Root of 
the Tree, fruitful of every Thing that is de- 
ſtructive of the Happineſs of human Society. 

H o w many are the ſad Inſtances of Perſons 
ruined by ſuch Prattices, by thoſe who have no 
other way of ſupporting themſelves in their 
vitious Extravagancies, but by ſuch Fraud and 
Deceit, and afterwards value themſelves upon 
their Art of Cheating, accounting it more witty 
and genteel to be Sharpers, than honeſt Men ? 

Wur once the gaming Humour prevails; 
how ſoon is the young Captive loſt ; how ſhame- 
fully is his Buſineſs neglected, and a Habit of 
Idlenefs contracted, to the utter Ruin of Him- 
ſelf and Family ? 1 heartily wiſh that you could 
fay, This unaccountable Way of Life had been 
_ effeftually reſtrained and ſubdued; and that 
there was no farther Occaſion to quicken you to 
an unwearied Application to make a ſtand againſt 
the Remainders of it. 

AGAIN, have there not been new Scenes of 
Impiety contrived, and added to the old ones, 
againſt which you have long and vigorouſly acted, 
as if it was an honourable Undertaking to Seduce 
to Riot and Exceſs, and to degrade the human 
Nature, by acting the meaneſt and moſt ridicu- 
tqus Part? Of this Nature and Tendency are 

| ur 


88 (17 } 
our MASQUERADES. What elſe can 
be the real Conſequence of them, but to em- 
bolden Men in their Sins, and to take off that 
juſt Regard to Vertue, which ought to be con- 
ſtantly maintained and cultivated ? 

T x = Notice the Biſhop of London has taken 
of this pernicious Invention, in the Sermon he 
preached before your Societies, muſt give a ſen- 
ſible Pleaſure to every good Man ; and what he 
has juſtly obſerved on this Practice, is ſufficient 
to expoſe its Abſurdity. And it would be a 
happy Conſequence, if the Conviction was fa- 
Ken'd on Perſons of Superior Rank. 

HO Ww EVER theſe may think themſelves 
guarded from the ill Effects of ſuch an Aſſembly, 
and out of Danger of Infection, from their ſtea- 
dy Principles of Morality; yet, methinks, out 
of Compaſſion to others, who are in apparent 
Danger of being debauched by the artful Me- 
thods of Vice, and Lewdneſs, it ſnould be diſ- 
countenanc' d. I, : 
Ho extended are the Influences of Exam- 
ple, eſpecially of thoſe in high Stations? What 
is more common, than to ſee Perſons of lower 
Rank do what the Men of Quality do? By this 
Means Sin gathers Strength, and grows faſhio- 


nable, and all its Reproach is thought to be a- 


yoided.- 

THERA x is one Obſervation, which I cannot 
forbear to make ; and which, in my Opinion, 
carries in it an Acknowledgment of the Impro- 
priety of thoſe Aſſemblies, viz. That while we 
were under Apprehenſions of the Plague, which 
made ſuch dreadful Havock in a neighbourm 
Nation, they were order'd to be diſcontinued : 
And when God was pleaſed to hear the united 
Prayers of his People, and to fave us from the 
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Peſtilence that walks in Darkneſs, and from the De- 


ſtruction which waſteth at Noon Day, can the Revi- 


val of them be thought a proper Return to him 
for this Salvation? Do we thus requite the God 
of our Mercies? How unreaſonable is it ? How 
unwiſe? 1 | | 
THhess are ſome of the Methods which tend 


to defeat the Purpoſes of the Reformation, and 


which call for a great deal of Courage and 
Firmneſs of Mind to engage you to a ſteady 
Oppoſition againſt em, and to engage Others 
to join with you in the ſame Service. . 

2. LET the Confideration of the Exampl 
of our Bleſſed Saviour in going about doing Good 
engage Perſons of all Ranks to be of the ſame 
Spirit, and Temper. 

T a = Obligation equally lies on all to exert 
themſelves in doing Good, as far as their ſeve- 
ral Stations and Abilities enable them. And 
as long as Sin and Wickedneſs is fo very com- 
mon, and inſolent, we cannot want either.Occa- 
ſion or Opportunity for it. | 
Wue can be more becoming our Profeſſi- 
on of Chriſtianity, or more agreeable to the 
Principles of Humanity, than to be ſo far con- 
cerned for the Good of Others, as to leave no 
Methods untried to promote it? 

Ir is the moſt generous, and a truly divine 
Diſpoſition to endeavour to reclaim, and con- 
vert a Sinner from the Errors of his Ways. 
How pleaſing will be the Reflection on ſuch a 
Conduct, whatever the Succeſs of it may 
prove ? | 

How inconſiſtent with all our Obligations 


both as Men, and as Chriſtians is their Neu- 


trality, who pretend ro wiſh well to the Refor- 
mation, and yet do nothing to help it forward ? 
Vice 
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Vice is not to be forced out of its Entrench- 
ments, but by an active Oppoſition. Perſuaſi- 
on with ſome, and neceflary Severities with 
others, according as the Laws direct, are with 
many harden'd Offenders little enough to keep 
them within the proper Bounds of Decency, 
and good Manners, and makes a Confederacy 
for the Support of Vertue abſolutely neceſſary. 
Wu a mean Opinion muſt that Perſon 
have of Religion? How languid his Love to 
his Neighbour, or his Concern for the publick 
Welfare, who can ſee Immorality triumphing 
upon the Ruins of every Thing that is levely, 
and Praiſe-worthy, with an unconcern'd Spi- 
rit? Is it not a cruel Temper to ſee Multitudes 
deſtroy ing themſelves, and yet do nothing to 
prevent it? 

TuRSsIEH Societies have Diſcouragements; 
and Difficulties enough before them, ariſing, 
from the Enemies of God, and the Friends of 
the Devil: And can you who profeſs to be con- 
vinc'd of their Legality, and Uſefulneſs fit 
down eaſie under this Reflection, that by your 
Indifference you have till added to their Num- 
ber, and Weight? 

TAIs is a Service in Which all the Sober 
Perſons among us of every Denomination agree; 
and about which there are no differi ing Sen- 
timents: And one would be tempted to believe, 
from this happy Concurrence, that it ſhould 
not be difficult to engage many more in it. 

War if the ſame, Narrowneſs of Spirit, 
the ſame Cowardice of Temper had influenc'd 
Others, as it does thoſe, who deſire to be excu- 
ſed, to what Heights 'of Wickedneſs bad we 
been brought by this Time ; inſtead of being a 
Praiſe in the Earth, we had been as wicked as 
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Sodom and Gomorrah : Or, what if theſe Soci- 
eties ſhould through their various Diſcourage- 
ments be difſoly'd, and the Wicked be left to 
ack without Controul, how fatal muſt be the 
Conſequence ? If a Prophane Contempt of 


God, if Drunkennefs and Lewdneſs, if a Pro- 


phanation of the Lord's Day, if Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, and the vileſt Abominations 
are ſtill committed in the midſt of us, in ſpite 
of all the Oppoſition made, how melancholy 
would the State of Things be, were there no 
Checks, no Reſtraints at all. 

THERE are various Ways by which you 
may ſerve this common Intereft of Chriſtianity, 


and in every Station, and Relation of Life con- 


tribute to Holineſs, and Reformation of Life, 
5 End in View. 


You engaging perſonally with the Gen- 
Hat of the Society-would give a confiderable 
Strength, and Encouragement to it. The more 


are concern'd in it, the more extenfive Good 
we may reaſonably expect from it. Vour In- 
fluences would ſpread farther and wider, and 


the ſeveral Haunts of Iniquity would de more 


effectually inſpected, and routed. 


Br if ſome Circumſtances peculiar to your 


Caſe; will not admit of ſuch an active perſonal 
Service, how much may you forward it either.” 
by Stated, or Occaſional Contributions, to ſup- 
port it. 


Y o cannot be inſenſible, that it muſt be at- 
tended with conſiderable Charges, ariſing from 


the legal Proſecutions of various Offenders, and 
it may be ſupported too by a Fund raiſed to e- 
vade the Law, or to diſtreſs the Society through 
the Charge neceſſarily attending, in hopes, * 
this Method, to weary and diſſolve it. 


On 


(21). 

On you may ſerve this Deſign by aſſiſting 
the Magiſtrate with Informations againſt the 
Guilty, in order that the Laws in Force againſt 
Prophaneſs and Immorality may be duly Execu- 
ted: Nor is this ſo odious, as ſome would re- 
preſent it; *tis an Act of the greateſt Kindneſs, 
and Charity to our Neighbour to- prevent his 
being ſurpriz'd with a long Train of Miſeries in 
this, and the future State. 

On it may be done by your fervent Prayers 
to God, that he would fucceed the Reformati- 
on, and effeftually reſtrain the crying Sins of 
the Nation, that the Wickedneſs of the Wicked may 
come to an End, and the Juſt be eſtabliſn d. t. 

8 o likewiſe in the ſeveral Stations wherein 
you are placed, you may do much, and good 
Service towards a thorough Reformation. 

Ho much depends on the Care, Inſtructi- 
ons, and Reftraints of Parents, and I cannot but 
expreſs my own Fears, that this is one very 
great Reaſon, why this Work makes ſuch flow 
Advances: Becauſe there is no more prudent 
Care taken to form the rifing Generation to the 

Practice of Religion and Vertue, by training them 
up in the Nurture and Adminitioh of the Lord. Þ 

IN like manner, if Maſters of Families 
would more narrowly inſpett the moral Conduct 
of their Servants, and watch for their Spals, as 
thoſe who muſt give an Account, of what conſidera- 
ble Service would it be to the World. What 
dan be expected, when theſe ſhall walk before 
their Houſhold in the Ways of Iniquity, and 
allow the moſt ſhameful and ſcandalous Practices 
in themſelves. If the Maſter will ſwear, and 
be drunk, and allow himſelf in the ſtated Pro- 
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phanation of the Lord's Day, what ſhould re- 
ſtrain the Servant from imitating his pernicious 
Example, or with what Appearance of Autho- 
rity can he reprove ſuch Irregularities ? 

As Miniſters we are ſtrictly, and in a pecu- 
har Mauner oblig'd to watch over, and to warn 
Sinners of the Errors of their Ways, if perad- 
venture God will give them a ſight of their Sm 
and Danger, and recover them from their Ini- 
quities: And Bleſſed be God, that there are 1 
many who have obtained Grace herein to be 
faithful. Lord! Spirit thy Miniſters with grea- 
ter Degrees of Zeal and Concern for this Part of 
their Work, that they may give up their com- 
fortable Accounts in the Great Day. . 

W 1 TH what diſtinguiſhing Zeal ſhould Ma- 
giſtrates be a Terror to evil Doers, and a Praiſe to 
them who do well. Theſe are under the Ob- 
ligation of a ſolemn Oath with faithfulneſs to 
diſcharge this Truſt committed to them, No \ £ 
wonder the People are unreform'd, when either 
the Magiſtrate is vitious himſelf, or diſcourages 
their Endeavours, whoare concern'd to ſuppreſs 
Immorality. Sueh are unworthy of the Cha- 
rater, and a diſgrace to the Bench, who be- 
come Patrons of Sin, either by conniving at, or 
ſheltering Offenders from the Law. A good 
Magiſtrate is a publick Bleſſing, and a Bad one 
as great an Evil. 5 
3. BE encouraged, from the Obligation you 
are under to imitate the Example of your Lord, 
to purſue thro? every Difficulty, what you have 
ſo happily begun towards reforming the preſent 


Age. 
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NEVER ſure was there greater Need of all 

our united Zeal, when Perſons of all Ranks 
have ſo notoriouſly corrupted their Ways, and 
the Meaſure of our Sin is ſo viſibly filling up. 

I MENT1ON not this Remark, as if 1 had 
any Reaſon to ſuſpect, that either your Reſolu- 
tions are weakened, or your generous Attempts 

abated, but to diſpoſe you to all vigorous Mea- 
jures, conſiſtent with the Wiſdom of the Serpent, 
I and the Innocence of the Dove. 
| au very ſenſible there are many Diſcourage- 
ments you have already met with, and more you 
muſt expect from the Indifference of ſome, and 
from the united growing Intereſt of Iniquity : 
But be gtrong in the Lord, be couragious in the 
Cauſe of your great Redeemer. He has ſhewn 
ou the Way, and acted as the Reformer of 
Mankind before you. 
W Har you have already done has been of 
1 the greateſt Service to Religion, and the Hap- 
pineſs of your Country. Your annual Accounts 
of the Progreſs made in the Cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, and Places adjacent, are the Wit- 
neſſes of your zealous Endeavours. 

Ax p how happy would it be, if your goin 
about to do Good, had put an effectual Stop to thofs 
Practices, to which you confine your Proſecu- 
tions, and which are ſo great a Reproach to a 
Nation profeſſing Chriſtianity ? 

Bu x are there not the ſame Reaſons and Mo- 
tives for your ſteady, continu'd, and unwearied 
Application, that there were for your firſt entring 
into theſe Meaſures ? 

AR there not the ſame lewd and diſorderly 
Practices ſtill committed? Are not our Streets 

filled with thoſe Perfons, whoſe Lives are conti- 
pal Invectives againſt all Chaſtity and Sobriety ? 
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Is it not notorious the 3 are HOUSES 
of RETREAT, where common Proſtitutes 
ſhelter to betray the Giddy and Inconſiderate 
Youth ? What Multitudes offer themſelves to 
the Luſtful Deſires, and Vitious Inclinations of 
thoſe, who greedily embrace ſuch vile Offers ? 
Theſe ſerve as the Nurſeries of Debauchery, and 
the Schools of Iniquity, where the Youth are 
firſt trained up in the Maxims of Impiety, and 
then hardened in their Lewdneſſes. 

HEA E they are taught not to regard, or 
qyite ſuppreſs the Upbraidings and Rebukes of 

eir Conſciences, in Oppoſition to their vitious 
Inclinations, till at laſt they are held under no 
manner of Reſtraint, but grow bold in the Com- 
miſſion of their Sins; aud venture upon thoſe 
Enormities, which expoſe them to the laſt Mi- 
ſeries in Life, to a wretched Death, and to the 
Horrors of an Eternal Hell. 

H a vx you yet ſilenc'd the ſhocking O AT HS 
and CURSES of the Prophane ? Is there no ' 
more ſuch Language heard? Never, in my Opi- 
nion, was it more common in our Streets. Who 
can expoſe the Wretchedneſs of that Folly, 
which defies the Vengeance of our Maker, and 
Affronts his Name? This is a Practice abhorred 
by the wiſeſt Heathens, and ſhould ſtill be more 
offenſive to Chriſtians, from Conſiderations pecu- 
liar to their Character. Such Inſults offered to 
God are intollerable. It is an Inſult too upon 
the Sober Part of Mankind, who juſtly reve- 
rence the Name of God, and is Inconſiſtent with 
the Character of a Perſon of good Sence and 
9 Breeding, who ought to diſdain an Action, that 
| carries in it ſo many Circumſtances of Rudeneſs. 

*Tis aſtoniſhing, that Perſons of Diſtinction in 
4 Life, 
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Life, ſhould in this Reſpect, herd with the Scum 
of the People, at the Expence of all Sobriety and 
Goodneſs. = LANT | 
H x you yet got the entire Maſtery of the 
Sot ? Are the Drunkards no more Reeling about 
the Streets? Or is the Sabbath kept Sacred ? 
How many Prophane it by exerciſing their 
Trades on that Day, to the Scandal of a Chri- 
ftian Profeſſion? The Prophanation of this 
Day, for the moſt Part, lays the Foundation of 
future Immoralities, and leads the Way to the 
vileſt Practices. What can be expected when 
Men ſhall frequent the Ale-Houſe, or Tavern, 
inſtead of the Houſe of our God, in Defiance of 
all the Laws human and divine? How man 
thus enter on a Life of Wickedneſs, and are 
drawn on by this Means, not only to a total 
Neglect of the Duties of Religion, but to fall 
m with the Sentiments of a Prophane Club, to 
ridicule all that is Sacred? This is a Sin 
as likely as any to kindle Fires in the Gates of 
Ferufſalem, and Plagues too. 
Io reſtrain theſe, and the like Practices, 
calls for your continued Zeal, and warmeſt 
Attempts. | 

SEVERAL Things might be offered to en- 
gage you in the unwearied Proſecution of the 
Work before you. ä 

You have the Example of our Great Lord 
and Maſter, who went avout doing Good. His 
Errand into the World was ro ſave his People from 
their Sins. * For this End was he manifeſted to de- 
FFroy the Works of the Devil. + "This Reflection 
cannot but give Life to all your Reſolutions and 
Endeavours. The Example is both neceſſary 
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and encouraging, to animate you in the Diſ- 
charge of your Duty, for which you are like to 
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be vilified by the worſt of Men. . 
His Example will likewiſe ſerve to ſupport 
you under the baſeſt Reflections for your | 
Steadineſs and Reſolution, He ſubmitted to the 
Reviling of the Scorner, tho? he never deſerved 
it; and met with all imaginable Contempt, tho? 
he merited the higheſt Eſteem. And is the : 
' Diſciple greater than his Mater, or the Servant than . 
His Lord? | n 
To be like our Lord, is to be, and to do as 
much Good, as it is poſſible for Men to be, or 
do according to their ſeveral Capacities and Con- 
ditions in Life. VöV'l n 1 
W HEN you are ready to be diſcouraged in 
Well-doing, either from the continued Oppo- 
ſition of Bad Men, or from the Neglects, Neu- 
trality, and Indifterence of Others, efteemed 
Good; or thro' the malitious Interpretation of 
your beſt Actions in this Service, confider him 
who endured ſuch Contradiction of Sinners againſt 
himſelf, leſt you be weary and faint in your Minds. * 
Remember too, that being, reviled, he reviled not 
again, but committed himſelf to him, who judgeth 
righteouſly. | 55 | 
BESI DES, whatever may be the Succeſs of 
your Endeavours to reform Mankind, you will 
have a preſent Peace of Mind on KetfleCtion. 
And how great muſt be that Joy, which ariſetng 
from the Teſtimony of a Good Conſcience ? The | 
moſt ſenſual Man that ever was in the World, 
never felt his Heart touched with ſo delicious 
and laſting a Pleaſure, as that which ſprings 
from a clear Conſcience, and a Mind fully ſa- 
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tisfied with the Goodneſs and Integrity of his 
Actions. 5 = 

BLESSED be God you have not laboured in 
Vain, tho' you have not been ſo Succeſsful as 
every, ſerious Mind would wiſh: The Num- 
bers you have convicted of various Kinds of Im- 
morality, computed by your laſt yearly Account, 
at Eighty Six Thouſand Nine Hundred Forty 
Four, abundantly prove it; and 'tis to be hoped, 
that many of *em have never returned with the 
Dog to his Vomit, or with the Sow to the Mire, This 
may be the Matter of your Rejoycing. 

T o add no more, be encouraged from the 
Proſpect of your future Reward. Suppoſing the 
worſt, that you ſhould ſtill make reſiſtance againſt 
Sin unto Blood, as ſome of you formerly have 
done; remember to whom you have committed the 
keeping of your Souls in Well-doing. 

A ſteady Belief of a future State of Hap- 

pineſs and Glory, was that, which made the 
Primitive Chriſtians Victorious over the World, 
and gave them Courage to reſiſt all the Pleaſures, 
and Terrors of Senſe. 
Tux real Chriſtian can Comfort himſelf un- 
der all the Difficulties he may meet with in do- 
ing his Duty, with proper Reflections on his 
End, which 1s Everlaſting Life. 

BRE reſolute then, be active in doing Good. 
Let Pity to the Souls and Bodies of Men, and 
a ſincere Concern for their Welfare, in refe- 
rence to this and the future World, quicken 

your Endeavours in the Work of the Lord. 

THER xs are many who wait for, and would 
be pleaſed to obſerve any falſe Steps you may 
make; let your Zeal therefore be regulated, and 
condutted with Wiſdom and Prudence, and 
all your Meaſures be adjuſted to the End ad 

E 1 


W283 
I The Example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will direct 
vou in the Manner, as well as in the Nature, of 
| doing Good. 
7 F INALL X, be ſtedfaſt and ce, always 
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1 abounding in the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as you | 
| ii | know that your going about to do Good ſhall not be in 

| 1 vain in the Lord. 
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